New Bulletins in Progress

By Jim Kennedy
Caves of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, Bul-
letin 20, will be the next publication from
the MAR presses. As of this writing, there
are more than 80 caves and about a dozen
mines and rock shelters (called caves by the
locals) recorded in the county, 61 more caves
than the last comprehensive county-wide
survey. Weexpect over 100 pages with four
rockct maps and wo fold-out maps. High-
-lights are totally new maps of Laurel Cav-
erns (2.5 miles, 464" deep), Barton Cave
(2400+ feet, 151" deep), Casparis Cave
(2400+ feet, 112" deep), and a never-before-
published map of Askon Hollow Cave
(1664 feet, 214" deep). This is the first
MAR Bulletin to use the new "scienrific"
format, making it more useful to resource
managers and less of a guide for spelunkers.
History, biology, 1}):1[(:011t0|o ry, geology, cre.
are noted for each entry. Tentatively due
out in about a year or so, when the Laurel
Caverns resurvey is complete. Jim Kennedy
and John Chenger are putting this volume
together.

Westmoreland County is also getting a
much-needed new bulletin. Kim and Tom
Metzgar have been ridgewalking, mapping,
researching, and writing about more than

140 caves, cavelets, and historical cave refer- -

ences in the county. This effort should be
finished in 1-2 years. So far, Bear Cave is the
longest at 7000+" and Copperhead Cave is
the deepest at 338", Other significant caves
are Lemon Hole (2200+'), Coon Cave
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(5000+"), and Sandeppley Cave (2325').
Many Loyalhanna Grotto members are con-
tributing.

The most recent bulletin project to ger off
the ground is the Upper Susquehanna Ba-
sin Bulletin, covering Columbia, Clinton,
Lycoming, Union, and Montour countics.
Also called the CCLUM Bulletin, it should
finally finish the Valley and Ridge Province.
Keith Wheeland and Keith Christenson are
organizing Nittany Grotto and other cavers
in north-central Pennsylvania for the work,
which should be completed in 2-3 years.
Forty-cight caves are listed now in the five-
county area, but digging, ridgewalking, and
tallking o landowners sheuld turn up many
more. The mostsignificant cavein the study
arca is Blessing Mountain Wells, a sand-
stone cave with potentially 1-2 miles of pas-
sages. T is possibly the (unguxl cave of i
type in the Last.

Our list of bulletins in progress includes a
much-needed revision of MAR Bulletin 9,
Caves of Huntingdon Counry, Pa. Long out
of print, thisbulletin featured classic Kooken
Cave and about 100 others. Now there are
closer to 200 caves known in the county and
new classics like Ruth Cave, McFadden Cave,
and Fantasy Cave. Garrett Czmor and mem-
bersof the Huntngdon County Cave Hunt-
ers are coordinating this effore. No publica-
tion date 1s known at this time.

Finally, we understand that Tom Metzgar is
also working on a bulletin for Armstrong
County. No details are known, but muld-
mile Brady's Bend Cave is still incomplerely
mapped.
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Aquatic Invertebrates

by Barb Barton, Zoologist, TNC
Most cavers are familiar with the more vis-
ible forms of animal life in caves, such as
bats, crickets, and spiders. But if one looks
more closely, there are many small inverte-
brates that call these dark, subterranean en-
vironments home. There are tiny spring-
tails, snails, millipedes, centipedes, and
countless others that live most if not all of
their life cycles in caves.

Some of the most interesting habitats within
a cave are also the wettest. They come inall
shapes and sizes, from tiny drip pools to
giant spring fed rivers such as the one in
Alexander Caverns in Mifflin Counry.
Within these bodies of water can be found
some of the most interesting and unusual
cave dwellers of all. Isopods, amphipods,
and planaria spend their entire lives crawl-
ing on the bottom looking for food items
such as decaying wood, dead animal matter,
and detritus. 'lghcy feed on organic debris,
and it has been reported that planaria even
prey upon injured isopods :mdpamphipod&

How does one identify aquatic invertebrates?
For positive identification down to the spe-
cies Ifcvcl, voucher specimens must be col-
lected and sent to an expert who uses micro-
scopic characteristies of the crustacean to
determine whar it is. The planaria are the
mostdifficult-- there are only two experts in
the world who know this group weli enough
to name them.

For the caver, it is fairly casy to determine
which of the three groups of organisms you
have crawling around in frontofyou. Allare
white, have no eyes, and occur in water bod-
ies- even the smallese drip pools. T have
usually found them in poo{s or streams that
have some kind of woody debris and a sandy
bottom, although you may see them in a
gravel bed. Planaria are flat, hence their
common name “fatworm”. They are slow

moving, and vary in size from 0.25 to 1.5
inches. There are only three caves in Penn-
sylvania known to harbor planaria. Iso‘!)ods
arc crustaceans, and are members of the
sowbug family. They have a row of plates
along their backs that are slightly spaced
apart. Usually you will see long antennae-
like appendages growing from the last plate,
whichare calFed endopods and exopods. Iso-
pods are fast crawlers, and generally run for
cover when they sense the vibration of foot
steps. Their bodies are dorsoventrally com-
pressed (flactened), unlike the amphipods,
which are laterally compressed (side to side).
Amphipods are also known as scuds, and are
related o sheimp. One can castly distin-
puish between the isopods and the amphi-
pods by their style offocomoti(m. Amphi-
pods often swim on their sides, their abdo-
mens curled under. Often they will swim
freely in the water, other times they crawl
along the bottom. All of these troglobites
are scavengers and important components
of the fragile food chain in a cave.

Protecting cave invertebrates is a challenge
indeed. Threats include water contamina-
tion, hydrological changes, and dircct dis-
turbance to the habitat and the organisms.
The Nature Conservancy is currcnt’,:)y work-
ing toward protecting these rare creatures
through agreements with land owners, cave
acquisition and education.

The caving community can help in the pro-
tection of these species by restricting foot
travel through pools, streams, and lakes.
lvidence of the impacts of cave waffic on
aquatic cave invertehrates can be casily seen
in Carnegie Cave in Cumbcerland County.
Many cavers walk through the water-filled
trenches, which at one time probably con-
tained isopods. Toward the back of the cave
by the rimstone dams, theisopods have been
able to survive, most likely due to the lack of
significant foot trafficin that passage.

Ve

in Ca

If you find isopods, amphipods, or planaria,
please contact Barb Barton, Zoologist, The
Nature Conservancy, 34 Airport Drive,
Middletown, PA 17057, Phone (717) 948-
3962.

Be sure to include a description of what you
saw, the name of the cave and county, and if
possible a map of the cave designating the
exact location you found the organisms.
Anyone interested in helping with survey
work for cave invertebrates is encouraged to
contact Barb. eo
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We hope to see representatives from all M.A

.R. Grottos! A party will be held at Dale and

Judi's place after the Business Meeting. Food and beverages will be furnished at both
locations (donations are appreciated). For more information, call Jay at (717) 564-5589,

or Dale and Judi at (717) 238-2198.
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From the East on Route 322: Otherwise:

Turn right on Mushroom Hill Road at the
second traffic light after Hummelstown.
Proceed one block to Grayson Road and
turn left. Travel one more block and turn
right onto the bridge crossing the railroad
yards. Turn right on Derry Street. Turn left
on 67th Street. Follow the enlarged map to
Jay's house.
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Intercept Route 322 East toward Hershey.
Turn left on Mushroom Hill Road at the first
traffic light (about 2 miles after the
interchange). Follow the previous text.

NOTE: If you are coming from the West on
I-83 N, you can NOT get off at the Derry
Street exit... use the Route 322 exit.
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Cave Register Project Information

By John Chenger, condensed from the

Loyalhanna Troglodyte V8, 11

The original purpose was to collectinforma-

tion about the types of people visiting differ-

enttypes of caves. The%igioss atthe N.S.S.

tells me that someday an article in the News
or Bulletin will detail the findings.

[

What you can do to help:

¢ Take a few extra pencls when caving and
drop them oft'in the register tube.

e If the book is missing, soaked or filled, take
ithome and call the region manager.

* Be a pal and replace a register with a new
book! Contact the region manager and he

S C.dst‘(w’i,tl_‘xqu_t?p‘ostage) :

aves, 40
4 caves, 36

i 64 caves, 32 maps
o S4caves, 33 maps

0 caves, [0 maps Sl 500%

each copy; $1.50 each additional to same address.
D ccks payable to MLAR.: Order from =~
Ll BetteW ltc,542(ylc.nn V_R,o’a,d_, State Cellege, PA 16803

c/o Nittany Grotto News
P.O. Box 676

State College, PA 16804-0676

will fix you up with books and pencils. It'sa
great way to do something uscful during
your next beginner trip, and relieve some
pressure on the register sponsor.

* Have everyone in your group sign in—
and usc the blank pages skipped in-between
groups.

Someof the original serious registers in Penn-
sylvaniawere placed by the Pittsburgh Grotto
almost ten years ago. These include such
classics as Barton, Blue Hole #1, Copper-
head, and Casparis. As a resule, these old
sites suffer lictle, if any, vandalism. Every-

“one seems [o be clluitc familiar with them.

Strangely, some ultra-popular caves such as
J-4 have enjoyed excellent register participa-
tion, while other tiny caves in eastern Penn-
sylvania have experienced stolen books and
containers. Interested in placing a register
somewhere?  Some suggestions 1 have are
Sandeppley, Carney’s Pit, Hipple, Wind,
Quarry Hill, Alexander Caverns, Milroy,
McAlisterville, and Big Ridge.

Should anyone feel like taking on any of
these simple projects, contact John Chenger
(western PA, northern WV) (412) 437-5215,
John Walters (central PA) (814) 359-2549,
Garrett Czmor (central PA) (814) 643-3067,
or M.A. Roman Barvinchack (castern PA)
(phone n/a). oo
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