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MAR Business Meeting set for

- February 26, 2000
PCC Meeting to follow

The Mid Applachian Region Business Meeting will be
held at the home of Jay Herbein on February 26, 2000
at 1:30 p.m. A meeting of the Pennsylvania Cave
Conservancy will follow the MAR business meeting.

You will find the map to the meeting on page 2.

o

Fall MAR Meet
Big Success

169 cavers gathered in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania for
the annual fall MAR field meet and to celebrate York
Grotto’s 40th anniversary. Story and details inside.
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Map of Business Meeting Site

Maps to Dale Ibberson's will be available at the business meeting

From iy © Derf

From the East on Route 322:
Turn right on Mushroom Hill Road (look for the Wal-Mart and Festival Food
Store) at the second traffic light after Hummelstown.

From the West on Route 322:
Intercept Route 322 toward Hershey. Turn left on Mushroom Hill Road (look
for the Wal-Mart and Festival Food Store).

Once on Mushroom Hill Road, proceed one block to Grayson Road
(T-intersection) and turn left. Travel one more block and turn right onto a
bridge which crosses the railroad tracks. Turn right on Derry Street.
Follow Derry Street to 67th Street which will be a left hand turn up the
hill. (The street sign has been missing for several years so watch street
numbers.) Follow the inset map above to reach Jay's house.

Note: If you are driving from the West on |-83 N., there is no exit at
Derry Street. Use the Route 322 exit.
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The Fall MAR Meet
and The York GroHo Fortieth Anniversary

by Karen Bange

The Fall 1999 MAR was held October 8-
10" at Rupert Cave in McVeytown,
Pennsylvania. The field meet was in
conjunction with the York Grotto's 40"
anniversary. Early arrivals to the event
included first arrival Bill Vis, arriving
Thursday evening, and various grotto
members, arriving Friday morning,
eager and ready to tend to last minute
details.

By Friday afternoon, there was a steady
stream of cavers arriving. Registration
was well organized, thanks to Dale
Ibberson and Judi Stack. The
guidebook contained all updated
information and three large, previously
unpublished maps of caves in Mifflin
County. It was interesting to watch
peoples' expression when asked if they
wanted their maps rolled or folded.

Dale Ibberson had a nice display of York
Grotto history items at registration. He
also provided non-stop videos of cave
trips he'd taped. Chet and Kathryn
Robinson, York Grotto members,
donated three bushels of apples. These
were put out at registration so people
could munch on apples while watching
videos. Since the camping area was
spread across 28 acres, George Bange
had a large map of the property on the
wall at registration. This way people
could mark the map with their campsite
so others could find them. The map
also helped orient new arrivals to the lay
of the land.

One notable event was the arrival of a
wooden truck. It looked and sounded
like a tank coming down the road. Rob

DeBeque of Nigeria Frontier Grotto built
the truck. He and his wife, Anne, had.
driven the truck down from Rochester,
NY. Rob affectionately calls it the
RKDexpress. The truck used to be a
1971 Ford F-100 4x4. After building the
truck and driving it around the woods for
seven years people talked Rob into
putting it on the road so others could
see it. After months of paper work with
the Department of Motor Vehicles the
truck was licensed. So now it's a 1993
Custom with its own vin number issued
by the state. The wood is pressure
treated for the cab and one hundred
year old cedar planking from an old
water tower for the bed. Every couple of
years Rob sands it all down and coats it
with Cupinol Sealer. The truck weighs
5000 pounds and Rob has had no
problems with termites.

Anocther notable occurrence at the event
was the presence of a newly formed
NSS grotto, Seven Valleys Grotto. This
grotto has members from the Lewistown
and Milroy, Pennsylvania area.
Although small in membership size, the
grotto has been busy with cave projects.
This summer the grotto gated the
entrance to Milroy Cave and now
controls access into Milroy #2 entrance.

Even though a slight drizzle had set in
Friday night, there was a large bonfire to
welcome people to the MAR.
Throughout the night, cavers wandered
to the bonfire for beer and conversation.
Alan Horn, bonfire master, kept the fire
blazing. There was a smaller fire in the
fire ring near the cave where others
gathered.
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